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IWG-P-08-09 
 

LowCVP’s points of contact with Government 
  

This paper sets out the points of contact between the LowCVP and Government and is 
provided for information only. 

 
Background 
At the meeting of the Innovation Working Group (IWG) on the 29th February 
2008 there was a review of IWG and its deliverables to both LowCVP and 
IWG members.  As part of the discussion it was suggested the IWG look at 
how it delivers recommendations to both Government and members and 
whether the LowCVP has the correct relationships to deliver on objectives. 
 
As a result the Secretariat was asked to report on principle points of 
engagement with Government and how this relates to LowCVP’s remit. 
 
Remit of the LowCVP 
The Partnership’s Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) sets out the mission 
of the Partnership as being: 
 

“To accelerate a sustainable shift to low carbon vehicles and fuels in the 
UK and thereby stimulate opportunities for UK.” 

 
And defines LowCVP activities as usually fall within one of four cross-sectoral 
themes: 
 

1. Influencing purchasing behaviour in favour of lower carbon vehicles 
2. Stimulating the market for lower carbon fuels; 
3. Supporting and encouraging the commercialisation of low carbon 

technologies; 
4. Examining pathways and progress to a low carbon road transport 

future. 
 
Links with Government 
The Partnership’s MOU also sets out the official structure of the Partnership 
and points of contact with Government. This is shown in the diagram in the 
diagram below. 
 
The MOU states “The Partnership, whilst independent of Government, will 
work closely with DfT, DTI (BERR), DEFRA and other departments with policy 
responsibility for low-carbon transport. This will enable it to achieve its goals 
and will help carry through the UK’s Powering Future Vehicles Strategy.   
 
The Partnership will provide periodic reports for, and meet with, the 
Sustainable Energy Ministerial Group responsible for overseeing policy 
towards low carbon transport.  
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Representatives of Government departments will participate fully in 
Partnership activities, working with the other Partners. “ 
 
Points of contact in reality 
The opportunities for the Chair and Director to present to the Sustainable 
Energy Ministerial Group have been very limited in reality.  However, there is 
considerable effort put into securing meetings with Ministers (see below). 
 
The Director and Deputy Director meet with the Official-Level Group on a bi-
monthly basis which is attended by officials for DfT, BERR and Defra. 
 
Both Government funding departments, BERR and DfT, have seats on 
LowCVP’s Board.  This provides an important point of contact as all LowCVP 
papers are discussed by the Board before being approved, and so offers an 
opportunity for the LowCVP to discuss issues with officials at a senior level. 
 
In addition officials from DfT, BERR and Defra do participate fully in the 
Partnership’s activities, attending Steering Group, Working Group and sub-
group meetings.  In addition on occasions other Government Departments 
have participated from time to time including HM Treasury. 
 
The level of interaction with Government officials is considerable.  In 
preparation for the Annual Conference in 2007 the Secretariat counted the 
number of meetings with Government at all levels, from Ministerial to officials.  
The number of meetings in the financial year 2006-7 exceeded 200, 
approximately four a week.    
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Responding to Consultations and Reviews 
While LowCVP is able to and does respond to Government consultations the 
Secretariat believes this is not the most effective means of inputting to low 
carbon vehicle and fuel issues.  The Secretariat has increasingly sought to 
work with officials on policy formation prior to formal consultations being 
issued, an approach which has widely been encouraged by officials involved 
in low carbon transport.  Examples of this approach have been: 
 

• Powering Future Vehicle Strategy 
• Renewable Transport Fuels Obligation 
• Low Carbon Transport Innovation Strategy 
• Bus Subsidy Review 

 
In addition the Secretariat have sought to take this approach with Government 
reviews. For example the LowCVP played an active role in assisting the King 
Review team in particular in Part 1 of the review. 
 
Ministerial meetings 
In addition to meetings with officials as part of the working of Partnership, the 
Chairman and Director seek to brief Ministers on the views of the Partnership.  
To this end the Chairman and Director ask for meetings with newly appointed 
Ministers and their Shadows on the opposition benches at their time of 
appointment, and at regular intervals thereafter.  In the last year the Chairman 
and the Director have given briefings to: 
 

• Transport Minister - Jim Fitzpatrick 
• Environment Minister - Ian Pearson 

 
Additional Forums 
The Partnership is involved in a number of forums, involving Government 
officials and other stakeholders.  These include: 
 

• International Council on Clean Transportation – Biofuels 
• Renewable Fuels Agency – Director is Board Member 
• Cenex – Director is Board Member 
• Cleaner Transport Forum – NSCA 
• VIPER – Government and Vehicle Industry Forum 

 
LowCVP expect to be involved in the New Automotive Industry Growth Team 
(NAIGT). 
 
It is hoped that a reciprocal arrangement will be agreed with the Technology 
Strategy Board for LowCVP to participate in the Steering Group for the Low 
Carbon Vehicle Innovation Platform and for TSB to be represented on the 
LowCVP Steering Group and/or Board. 
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Parliamentary Committees and Groups 
 
The Partnership frequently is invited to give evidence to Parliamentary 
Committees and participates in a number of All Party Parliamentary Groups.  
These include: 
 

• Environmental Audit Committee - environmental labelling 
• Environmental Audit Committee - biofuels 
• All Party Parliamentary Renewable Transport Fuels Group 
• Environmental Audit Committee – car emissions 
• All Party Parliamentary Climate Change Group 

 


	IWG-P-08-09 
	LowCVP’s points of contact with Government 
	Links with Government 

